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HOMEMAKERS'  CHAT  RELEASE  OF  RECEIPT 

(Issued  May  20,  1940) 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 


Subject:  "FORTNIGHTLY  FOOD  SHOPPING  TIPS."    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Economics,  TJ.S.D.A.  and  the  Consumers'  Counsel,  A.A.A. 
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Once  again  direct  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  come  tips  for  the 
lady  who  does  the  family  marketing.    This  news  of  seasonal  foods  coming  to  market 
is  to  help  you  in  planning  meals  and  "buying  food. 

First,  here  are  some  tips  about  the  1940  fruit  crop.    Right  now  it  looks  as 
if  supplies  of  apples,  cherries,  grapes,  pears  and  plums  would  "be  about  average  this 
yoar.    But  supplies  of  apricots  and  peaches  are  likely  to  be  smaller.    And  during 
the  sunnier  the  markets  won't  have  as  many  oranges  as  they  had  last  summer. 

More  fresh  vegetables  will  be  coming  tc  market  this  month,  but  they  won't  be 
so  plentiful  as  a  year  ago. 

The  exceptions  to  the  rule  are  asparagus  and  new  potatoes.    From  now  until 
July,  when  the  asparagus  season  ends,  asparagus  will  be  more  plentiful  than  last 
year.    The  States  shipping  asparagus  these  days  are  sending  about  10  percent  more 
than  last  year.    Washington  State  and  New  Jersey  are  the  two  States  shipping  most 
of  the  late-crop  asparagus  coming  to  market  now. 

As  for  new  potatoes,  more  are  already  coming  on  the  market.    Supplies  of  new 
potatoes  for  the  rest  of  May  and  early  June  will  be  slightly  larger  than  last  year. 
The  season  for  old  potatoes  is  about  over,  and  the  last  of  the  old  potatoes  is 
selling  off  rapidly. 

Now  here's  some  news  about  melons.    Not  so  many  California  cantaloups  coming 
to  market  in  May  and  June  this  year.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  crop  is  about  a 
fourth  smaller  than  last  year's.    But  the  watermelon  crop  in  both  California  and 
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Florida  promises  to  be  larger  than  last  year's  crop.    California  and  Florida  fur- 
*  nich  most  of  the  watermelons  on  the  market  up  to  July.    But  this  year  the  Florida 
watermelons  are  slow  about  getting  ripe.    The  first  shipments  from  Florida  aren't 
expected  until  the  first  of  June.    A  few  watormolons  from  California  have  been  com- 
ing in  since  early  May. 

Not  nearly  so  many  peaches  will  be  coming  to  market  during  June  and  July 
1940  as  came  in  in  '39.    During  this  season  peaches  come  mainly  from  the  southern 
States  with  Georgia,  Arkansas,  Texas,  South  Carolina  and  California  leading.  But 
unfavorable  weather  in  these  States  cut  the  peach  crop  almost  a  third.    The  first 


Georgia  peaches  are  just  starting  to  market  now. 

Here's  some  news  about  strawberries.    Lato  May  or  early  Juno  is  the  time 
when  strawberries  are  usually  most  plentiful  on  the  market.    During  the  early  part 
;f  the  present  strawberry  season  the  markets  had  fev/er  berries  than  last  year. 
3ut  right  now  berries  are  more  plontiful.    Strawberry  season  ends  in  July.    Junc  is 
the  last  month  of  heavy  shipments. 

Now  about  canned  vegetables.    The  canners  are  likely  to  put  up  more  vege- 
tables this  year  than  they  did  last  year.    The  stocks  of  canned  vegetables  now  on 
hand  are  smaller  than  last  spring's  stocks.    But  the  crops  of  vegetables  for  canning 
promise,  to  be  larger.    So  much  for  vegetables  and  fruits. 

As  for  chickens  coming  to  market.  More  chickens  will  be  for  sale  during  the 
next  2  months  as  the  spring  hatch  of  chickens  roaches  the  broiler  and  fryer  stage. 
But  the  supplies  of  chickens  this  summer  won't  bo  as  large  as  last  summer,  because 
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the  spring  hatch  was  smaller.    Also  fewer  chickens  are  in  storage..  Usually  the 
first  broilers  from  the  spring  hatch  go  to  market  in  May.    By    June  the  first  fryers 
start  coming  in.    This  year  you  may  not  treat  your  family  to  as  much  broiled 
chicken  or  fried    chicken  as  usual.    But  you  can  serve  them  turkey,  or  chicken 
fricasee  and  stew,  because  supplies  of  turkey  and  fowl  are  larger  than  last  year. 
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And  so  concludes  the  food-shopping  tips  for  the  present.    However,  if  you 
arc  a  thrifty  housewife  and  interested  in  inexpensive  foods  on  the  market,  perhaps 
you'd  like  to  know  how  the  official  list  of  surplus  foods  stands.    The  foods  listed 
May  15  as  "surplus  commodities"  under  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  are:    Pears,  apples, 
oranges,  grapefruit,  butter,  eggs,  pork  products  including  lard,  dried  prunes, 
dried  beans,  raisins,  corn  meal,  hominy  grits,  rico,  wheat  flour,  and  whole  wheat 
or  graham    flour . 

That's  the  list, More  food  shopping  tips  will  bo  coming  in  in  a  fortnight. 


